WBGE Forum and AGM, Wednesday 26th September 2012- 7:30pm 
Council Chambers, Market Street, Newbury
In Attendance: Evangeline Wood (minutes), Richard Foster, Robert Pattison, Ricky Josey, Sarah Jones, Anthony Armitage, Gareth Beard, Hilary Cole, Virginia von Celsing, Gill Hall, Kelvin Hughes, Barry Flisher, Peter McManners, Yvonne Redgrave, Tim Clarke and Christine Essex (late).

Apologies: Christine Essex (will be late), David Stanley Moffat, Lesley Atkinson, Martha Vickers, Royce Longton, Helen Page, Adrian Foster-Fletcher and Keith Richards.

FORUM

RF welcomed the group and introduced AA as the first speaker.

1. Anthony Armitage- Carbon Conversations Manager, Climate Outreach Information Network (COIN)
COIN are a small charity, set up to communicate climate change. They are based on an eco-psychology of cogitative dissonce, e.g. smoking even through its bad for your health. There were previously four main work streams but due to issues such as the recession, Copenhagen 2009 Summit and the change of government etc there are now three, which are:
Communications- Welsh Assembly & Talking Climate Change

Climate change and social justice- defending rights & climate migration

Personal & Community Action- Carbon Conversations
Refer to the following websites for more information:
www.coinet.org.uk
http://www.carbonconversations.org/
http://talkingclimate.org/
http://climatemigration.org.uk/
There will be a new carbon conversations website soon!
The Carbon Conversations course consists of 6 facilitated sessions about 2 hours long each. The idea is to engage people at a level they feel comfortable with and look at why they may not want to change.

Training facilitators is a stumbling block as costs are fairly high, 2 facilitators are needed to run a course. If you have done the Carbon Conversations course, it is a 1 day course; otherwise it’s a 2 day course.
The course assumes many things, such as that you are a home owner, which often discounts many people. AA is looking at adapting the courses to housing associations, CRC and behavioural change. Adaptations are currently being researched by a team at the University of East Anglia and the University of Southampton are looking at a ‘lite’ version to appeal to groups such as bird watchers, National Trust Members, outdoor types.
Facilitator courses cost £200 per person per day unfunded, however courses are usually subsidised in some way. Once facilitators are trained, some volunteer, others go professional. Professionals can charge what they like for a course but a guide to professional facilitating is currently being written.
Each group has to buy handbooks and games. The usual costs to take part in a 6 course session is about £15-20 per person.
The courses focus on the physiological aspect, looking at motivation, behaviour change and alternative ideas. People’s value and frames are looked at and then worked on. There is also homework and further reading.

RF thanked AA and picked up on cognitive dissonce and the idea of how people decide to make a change and get involved. He also mentioned some information he’s come across recently predicting population to peak until 2050, then falling steeply, basically due to food shortages. The issues of Climate Migration are very real and worrying if these predictions are anywhere near true.
2. Sarah Jones- Technical update- Heat Pumps

There are 3 main types of heat pump: Ground source, air source and water source. The pumps essentially take heat from that source, i.e. from the ground, air or water. Heat pumps are not really suitable for properties that already have mains gas; they are better for more expensive fuels like oil or tanked gas.
1- Water source is the most expensive pump but the best

2- Ground source are expensive to install

3- Air source are easy to install and fairly effective but getting very bad press recently due to bad installations.
4- Pumps usually go wrong because of bad design/bad installation or incorrect sizing calculations.

5- Heat pumps are generally considered in the following cases: for new builds-to meet building regulations; if currently on oil- heat pump is likely to be 40% cheaper to run; or if having an extension and therefore an increase in heat need.
6- There are many factors to take into consideration before deciding on a heat pump - different brands- different noise levels- different capacities- different heat times – different efficiencies etc.

7- Its important that heating demand is understood and a pump sized accordingly. Pumps need servicing and maintaining as with most other mechanical devices.
Energy Company Obligation- ECO

Part of ECO focuses on hard to treat insulation areas and will work both independently and as a top up to the Green Deal.

SJ explained how ECO and the Green Deal will work in brief. The Green Deal is essentially a loan against a property for energy saving measures, there is a Golden Rule which says that the payback of the improvements should not be more than the savings, i.e. you shouldn’t pay any more on your bills than you are now.
The downside to the Green Deal is the interest rate, likely 7-14% depending on credit score; however it appears to work well for landlords as the tenants are paying for improvements technically.
SJ also explained how there is a Renewable Heat Premium grant available in a voucher form which helps towards the cost of buying products but also the Renewable Heat Incentive that will come in next year and pay you for heat produced.
SJ answered many questions on the schemes and technologies.
For further information about these schemes:

Green Deal: http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/tackling/green_deal/green_deal.aspx
ECO: http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/Organisations/Local-delivery/Free-resources-for-local-authorities/Local-authority-funding-guide/Funds/Local-Authorities/Energy-Company-Obligation-ECO
Renewable Heat Premium: http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/Generating-energy/Getting-money-back/Renewable-Heat-Premium-Payment-Phase-2
Renewable Heat Incentive: http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/Generating-energy/Getting-money-back/Renewable-Heat-Incentive-RHI
Short Break

3. AGM

RF welcomed all and thanked Councillors Hilary Cole and Virginia von Celsing for attending and supporting the WBGE.
a) Apologies

Apologies were noted as at the beginning of the Minutes.
b) Acceptance of the minutes of the last Forum & AGM
AGM Minutes- RP proposed as correct, KH seconded.
Forum Minutes- BF proposed as correct, YR seconded.

c) Chairman’s Report

RF gave the report- See attached. The WBGE has purchased a domain name www.wbge.org.uk and are working on a new site. 
d) Treasurers Report

RP gave the report- See attached.
e) Election of New Committee Member

Yvonne Redgrave was proposed by SJ and seconded by KH.
f) Conference
Already covered in RF’s Chairman’s Report. VvC suggested it would be worth us inviting local schools and the Chairman of the Council. There is a District Parish Conference on the 9th October.
The meeting discussed what will be needed to begin registering and collecting moneys for bookings.
EW- To get schools contact list, send to Parish Council contacts and speak to Policy about making an announcement at the Parish Conference.

WBGE Committee- to Plan conference promo and registration.

g) AOB
PM congratulated the committee on getting so far with the conference.
GB- Found SJ’s talk very interesting but felt it would be good to have information on grants etc for the Green Deal/Eco on the WBGE website and at the conference. BF suggested using Google Blogger for updates. GB also suggested that links with energy companies would also be very useful.
EW to speak to Keith Richards about links with energy companies.
4. UPDATES FROM THE GROUPS
CE- Welford Greening Campaign Launch- Saturday 29th Sep Wickham Village Hall 10am-12pm. Paul Anstey (WBC) had offered a press release and had been invited along. CE will be speaking to Breeze Radio, and Christine Breadmore had expressed how grateful she was for the grant money from Greenham Common Trust and the help from EW at WBC. Hungerford Tesco has also donated ice creams.

Sustainable Newbury- Working on a Greening Westfield’s Campaign, updating the website, edible crops and Kennet hydro.

Greening Hermitage- Mini Swap shop 20th Oct

PM- Pangbourne & Whitchurch have Sir Julian Rose speaking at 8pm on his book Changing Course for Life, 8pm Wednesday 4th Oct, see www.pawsg.com for details.

RP-Cold Ash- Small swap shop Saturday 10th November. Tree planting of the Jubilee Trees, 6 trees, one for every 10 years. They are hoping that 6 youth oriented groups will adopt a tree to look after. 17th November. In the middle of the week there is also a talk by Andrew Davies.
KH- Pointed out that if any groups need CFP to come and PAT test for Swap shops to get in touch and he will pass details to Derek. RP passed on thanks for the help. CPF have restarted recycling and reusing IT kit. If the kit is going to be re-used it will be wiped first. They can also now use spare parts on electrical items so can repair broken items more easily.

RF thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting.

