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Chairman's Report
Welcome to the WBGE's third AGM where today we are the guests of Veolia and I would like to thank Keely Gallagher for inviting us to this education facility and allowing us to hold our AGM here, and also to say a warm welcome to all of you and thank you for spending your time here this evening.  
In the past year we have had a really stimulating conference at Sheepdrove where we were made to feel most welcome by Peter Kindersley and his staff, members' forum events in January and April and a social barbecue kindly hosted by Ken and Carol Neal at Bunker Farm.
The conference last November was for me a most enjoyable day not just because of the beautiful surroundings and the warm welcome we had at Sheepdrove but also because of a little unplanned debate we had between Peter Kindersley, an organic farmer and a passionate believer in that cause, and our guest speaker Andrew Davis who argued that without genetically modified crops we were never going to be able to feed a world population of 10 billion in forty years' time. Andrew also introduced us to the concept of embedded water, being the water used in the creation of any product, but in particular those made in third world countries and then sold to the western world where that water should morally have been made available to the local population for drinking.
Continuing with the theme of water we had a presentation in January from Stuart Clark of West Berks Council on adaptation to flooding and communicating flood risk. We also had a presentation from Keely on recycling. Those of you present may remember that they had to contend with the noise of the building alarm periodically as I had set it off when we entered the building and the engineer who was called was still there fixing it when we finished. 
Then in April we turned our attention to the Green Deal in Newbury Town Chamber where Terena Plowright from the Greening Campaign took us through the process and her colleague Christoph Harwood explained how the finances would work.  I looked at the Green Deal website yesterday and as far as I can see it is all up and running, the assessors, installers and providers are all listed there, and it is now up to individuals to find an assessor or a provider and request an assessment of their property.
We still have funds available for communities wishing to embark on a Greening Campaign stage or something similar. The funds typically go towards the costs of venue hire and promotional costs. If you know anyone in West Berkshire starting a scheme please let them know we can help them.
I said last year that we are operating in a difficult time for climate change activists and I think that is true even more now than it was then. As we speak the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change is meeting to consider its fifth report which will be published next week and I hope you will make yourselves familiar with its contents. From what I have read, it will reaffirm what we believe to be true, that humans are responsible for global warming through the burning of fossil fuels, only with even more certainty than before and it will counter one of the main arguments of the anti-climate change lobby which is that the earth has actually cooled in very recent years, by explaining that actually it hasn't, the heat has been absorbed by the oceans deep down. At least that is what I think it will do but please look out for it yourselves. Commentators also say that politicians still fail to provide leadership on addressing it, so the only real hope still lies with groups such as ours to keep the debate alive. 
Increasingly we have to deal with counter arguments from the sceptics.  As an illustration I would like to read you a section from today's Guardian. Talking about climate change sceptics Lord Nicolas Stern told the Guardian: "It is astonishing, irrational and unscientific to suggest the risks are small. How can they say they know the risks are small? The clear conclusion from 200 years of climate science and observations show a strong association between carbon dioxide rises and global surface temperature."
He added: "The science is unequivocal and shows there is serious danger. What is coming from [sceptics] is just noise, and should be treated as noise."
He said some sceptics were in the pay of hostile industries, with a vested interest in contradicting the science, and were being "deliberately naive" in claiming the world could wait decades to deal with rising emissions.
"It (the sceptic response) looks very well-organised," he said. "They are deliberately distorting the way we understand risk."
I think we have to be increasingly prepared for the fact that the sceptics represent vested interests where a lot of money is at stake, and as a result they can afford to spend money to promote their arguments in a way that we cannot.
I would like to remind you about this year's conference at The Organic Research Centre at Elm Farm, Hamstead Marshall where we will have an update on the Green Deal from Green Deal Together, a Community Interest Community involving a consortium of Councils including West Berkshire, and a talk from a representative of Thames Valley Energy. Again we are lucky to be guests at a local venue which has a care for the environment.
Finally may I thank the committee for their work and support during this year. We have welcomed two new members to the committee, Tony Drewer-Trump and Maryanne Thomas, in anticipation that in a few minutes' time you will approve a slight amendment to our constitution to allow us to have more committee members. A major advantage of this is to enable us to spread our geographic representation on the committee more widely. In particular I would like to thank Evangeline for her work as our Secretary. Without her the organisation of all our meetings and events, the updating of the website, and a whole host of essential small things that no-one else thinks of, just wouldn't happen.
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